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M a s t e r i n g  D o m i n i c a n  S l a n g :  

A Q u i c k  S t a r t  G u i d e

A r e  yo u  r e a d y to  t a ke  yo u r  S p a n i s h  to  t h e  n ex t

l eve l ?  I n  t h e  D o m i n i c a n  Re p u b l i c , eve r y d a y

co n ve r s a t i o n  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  c r e a t i ve  i d i o m s  a n d

u n i q u e  vo c a b u l a r y. F o r  i n te r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s ,

t h e s e  p h r a s e s  a r e  t h e  "s ec r e t  key " t o

co n n ec t i n g  w i t h  l o c a l s . T h i s  P D F  b r e a k s  d ow n

t h e  to p  1 0  m o s t  co m m o n  ex p r e s s i o n s  yo u ’ l l

h e a r  i n  t h e  s t r ee t s  o f  S a n to  D o m i n g o , f r o m

g r ee t i n g s  to  eve r y d a y s l a n g . Le t ’s  g e t  s t a r t e d !



CHAPTER 1
03

www.spanishwithdomingo.com

¡ Q u é  l o  q u é !  ( K L K )

E n g l i s h :  W h a t ’s  u p ?  /  H ow ’s  i t  g o i n g ?

N o te :  T h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  D o m i n i c a n

g r ee t i n g . I t ’s  i n fo r m a l  a n d  u s e d

eve r y w h e r e  w i t h  f r i e n d s .

Va i n a

E n g l i s h :  " T h i n g ," "s t u f f ," o r  "p r o b l e m ."

N o te :  A ve r s a t i l e  wo r d  u s e d  to  r e fe r  t o

a l m o s t  a n y t h i n g  w h e n  yo u  d o n ’ t

r e m e m b e r  i t s  n a m e  o r  w h e n

 s o m e t h i n g  i s  b o t h e r i n g  yo u .
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De lo mío

English: My close friend / One of us.
Note: Used to describe someone who is
part of your inner circle or a person you
trust deeply.

Tíguere

English: Street-smart / Sharp person.
Note: Literally means "tiger." It refers to
someone who is quick-witted, charismatic,
and knows how to navigate social
situations.
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Concho

English: Public transportation (car or
motorcycle taxi).
Note: If you need a ride, you "take a
concho." It's the most common way to 
move around the city.

Jevo / Jeva

English: Boyfriend / Girlfriend.
Note: A casual way to refer to a romantic
partner or someone you are dating.

Book your FREE trial lesson now
 on our website:

https://spanishwithdomingo.com/
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Un chin

English: A little bit.
Note: Used for quantity. Example: "Dame un
chin de café" (Give me a little bit of coffee).

¡Pa' lante siempre!

English: Always moving forward!
Note: A very positive phrase used to
encourage someone to keep going despite
any difficultie

Book your FREE trial lesson now
 on our website:

https://spanishwithdomingo.com/
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Hablador

English:  L iar  /  Someone who talks too much.

Note:  Used when someone is  tell ing  a  story that

sounds too good to  be  true or is  s imply boasting.

¡To’  chill !

English:  Everything is  cool  /  It ’s  all  good.

Note:  A  modern expression used to  say that you are

relaxed or that a  s ituation is  under control.

Book your FREE trial lesson now
 on our website:

https://spanishwithdomingo.com/
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